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Introduction 


The following short book discusses some Lessons from the Life of the 
Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, which have been discussed in the 
Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Lessons from Holy Prophet Lut (PBUH) 


Chapter 7 - Al A’raf, Verses 80-84 
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“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you commit 
such immorality as no one has preceded you with from among the 
worlds [i.e., peoples]? 


Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. Rather, you 
are a transgressing people.” 


But the answer of his people was only that they said, "Evict them from 
your city! Indeed, they are men who keep themselves pure." 


So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of those 
who remained [with the evildoers]. 


And We rained upon them a rain [of stones]. Then see how was the end 
of the criminals.” 


“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people...” 


The purpose of sending Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is for them 
to be sincerely obeyed and followed. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim 
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to 
acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions. These traditions 
include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship, and 
his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, 
verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This 
has been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 
7: 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of 
anyone else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path 


of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and 
teach his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. 
Sincerity also includes loving those who love him and disliking those 
who criticise him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. 
This is all summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
16. It advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, 
the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown 
through actions not just words. 


“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you 
commit such immorality as no one has preceded you with from 
among the worlds [i.e., peoples]? Indeed, you approach men with 
desire, instead of women. Rather, you are a transgressing people.” 
But the answer of his people was only that they said, "Evict them 
from your city! Indeed, they are men who keep themselves pure."” 


The people of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, fulfilled their 
lusts with the same gender. These verses make it clear that deep inside 
even they knew it was wrong as they offered no logical reasoning or 
evidence for their behaviour. By declaring the Holy Prophet Lut, peace 
be upon him, and those who believed with him as pure they indirectly 
admitted what they were doing was impure. 


Generally speaking, sins have been classified as minor and major. Over 
time many definitions have been given regarding what exactly a major 
sin is. One simple classification is that any sin which Islam has 
commanded the Islamic government to punish is classed as a major sin. 
Another classification is that if any sin is mentioned with Hellfire, the 
anger of Allah, the Exalted, or the curse of Allah, the Exalted, then it is a 
major sin. For example, backbiting is a major sin as it is cursed in the 
Holy Quran. Chapter 104 Al Humazah, verse 1: 


‘Woe to every backbiter, slanderer.” 


Some muslims believe there are only seven major sins which have been 
mentioned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2766. But they 


fail to realize that even though these seven are major sins it does not 
mean that they are only seven. In fact, there are other Hadiths which 
mention other major sins such as, disobeying parents. This Hadith is 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6273. The seven major sins declared in 
the Hadith quoted earlier are: polytheism, magic, killing an innocent, 
dealing with financial interest, usurping the wealth of orphans, fleeing a 
battlefield and accusing an innocent woman of fornication. 


It is important to note, that when one persists on minor sins they become 
major in the sight of Islam. 


Major sins are only forgiven with sincere repentance whereas minor sins 
can be erased by avoiding the major sins and performing righteous 
deeds. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 31: 


“If you avoid the major sins which you are forbidden, We will remove 
from you your lesser sins...” 


Sincere repentance includes regret, seeking the forgiveness of Allah, the 
Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm promise not 
to commit the same or similar sin again and making up for any rights 
which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and people. 


Muslims should ensure they avoid all types of sins irrespective of size as 
one of the traps of the Devil is that he inspires muslims to disregard 
small sins. One should always remember that mountains are made up of 
small stones. 


“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you 
commit such immorality as no one has preceded you with from 
among the worlds [i.e., peoples]? Indeed, you approach men with 
desire, instead of women. Rather, you are a transgressing people.” 
But the answer of his people was only that they said, "Evict them 
from your city! Indeed, they are men who keep themselves pure."” 


The people of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, fulfilled their 
lusts with the same gender. These verses make it clear that deep inside 
even they knew it was wrong as they offered no logical reasoning or 
evidence for their behaviour. By declaring the Holy Prophet Lut, peace 
be upon him, and those who believed with him as pure they indirectly 
admitted what they were doing was impure. Therefore, their only 
responded with threats and intimidation. 


A Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 5023, warns that a sign of 
hypocrisy is insulting others especially, when they disagree with them. 
When speaking to others a muslim should never use foul and sinful 
language. It is important to remember that it only takes a single sinful 
word to cause a person to plummet into Hell on Judgement Day. This 
has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314. 
A muslim should adhere to the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, by replying evil words with kind words 
or they should simply remain silent and ignore the person who utters foul 
language. 


“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you 
commit such immorality as no one has preceded you with from 
among the worlds [i.e., peoples]? Indeed, you approach men with 
desire, instead of women. Rather, you are a transgressing people.” 
But the answer of his people was only that they said, "Evict them 
from your city! Indeed, they are men who keep themselves pure."” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4019, that when 
immorality becomes widespread and public people will be afflicted with 
new diseases which never occurred before them. Therefore, muslims 
must uphold the important duty of gently commanding good and 
forbidding evil according to the teachings of Islam. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2686, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that failing to 
fulfill the important duty of commanding good and forbidding evil can be 
understood with the example of a boat with two levels full of people. The 
people on the lower level keep disturbing the people on the upper level 
whenever they desire to access water. So they decide to drill a hole in 
the lower level so that they can access water directly. If the people on 
the upper level fail to stop them they will all surely drown. 


It is important for muslims to never give up commanding good and 
forbidding evil according to their knowledge in a gentle way. A muslim 
should never believe that as long as they obey Allah, the Exalted, other 
misguided people will not be able to affect them in a negative way. A 
good apple will eventually get affected when placed with rotten apples. 
Similarly, the muslim who fails to command others to do good will 


eventually be effected by their negative behavior whether it is subtle or 
apparent. Even if the wider society has become heedless one should 
never give up advising their dependents such as their family as not only 
will their negative behavior affect them more but this is a duty on all 
muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 
2928. Even if a muslim is ignored by others they should discharge their 
duty by persistently advising them in a gentle way which is supported by 
strong evidence and knowledge. Only in this way will they be protected 
from their negative effects and pardoned on the Day of Judgment. But if 
they only care about themself and ignore the actions of others it is 
feared that the negative effects of others may well lead to their eventual 
misguidance. 


“,..But the answer of his people was only that they said, "Evict 
them from your city! Indeed, they are men who keep themselves 
pure. m7 


Whenever one invites others towards Islam, commands good and 
forbids evil they will be challenging the heedless lifestyle of many others 
which will inspire them to resist the truth anyway they can. The major 
reason all the past nations rejected their Holy Prophets, peace be upon 
them, was due to this very reason. They could not abandon their 
lifestyles and characteristics and in defense of them were prepared to 
wage war against Allah, the Exalted, and their Holy Prophet, peace be 
upon him. When one takes up this important duty they must be prepared 
to face many hardships caused by others including their own relatives. 
The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, are the most beloved to Allah, 
the Exalted, yet they encountered countless difficulties from their 
nations. One only needs to study the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to observe 
this fact. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, once declared in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2472, that no one in creation had been persecuted in 
the path of Allah, the Exalted, more than him. 


In cases like this one’s response to the bad attitude of others should be 
educated, respectful and gentle. An example of this is found in chapter 
19 Maryam, verses 46-47: 


“[His father] said, "Have you no desire for my gods, O Abraham? If you 
do not desist, | will surely stone you, so avoid me a prolonged time." 


[Abraham] said, "Peace [I.e., safety] will be upon you. | will ask 
forgiveness for you of my Lord. Indeed, He is ever gracious to me.” 


Here the kind and respectful response of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, to the harsh attitude of his elder is discussed. 


In most cases, a person must possess a character flaw if they claim to 
get along with everyone. Due to the differences within the members of 
society a person will never get along with everyone. They will always be 
one or more that disagree with their mentality, life style and advice. This 
diversity will lead to tension and occasionally problems. But if a person is 
liked by everyone then in most cases it shows they have adopted the 
mentality of the hypocrites by being two-faced. If the Holy Prophets, 
peace be upon them, were not loved by all how can a normal person 
achieve this status? This is the reason one should not believe in 
propaganda as the group that were mistreated the most in this way were 
the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. This is confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sunan lon Majah, number 4023. 


For example, the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, was once 
falsely accused of illegal relations by a shameless woman. She was 
enticed into slandering him by the enemy of Allah, the Exalted, Quraoon. 
When she accused the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, 
publically during a religious gathering he interrogated her. When she 
observed his reaction she immediately retracted her accusation and 
admitted the truth. As a result Allah, the Exalted, destroyed Quraoon by 
commanding the Earth to swallow him and his great treasury. This 
incident has been recorded in Imam Dhahabi’s, The Major Sins, Pages 
166-167. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 81: 


“And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home...” 


The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were slandered on many 
occasions but they remained steadfast on their mission until they were 
granted victory by Allah, the Exalted. When Allah, the Exalted, decides 
to complete a task like aiding the one who spreads the true word of faith 
the entire creation combined cannot stop Him. 


Muslims must accept that they too will face hardships when spreading 
the word of Islam. Therefore, they must follow in the footsteps of the 
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, by remaining steadfast in the face 
of difficulties. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, and the righteous predecessors. If one desires to join 
them in the next world they must adopt this attitude also. 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers].” 


This verse indicates the importance of good companionship and 
avoiding bad companions. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4031, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a person 
who imitates a people is counted as one of them. 


All muslims irrespective of the strength of their faith desire to be counted 
and end up with the righteous in the next world. But this Hadith clearly 
warns that a muslim will only be considered a righteous person and end 
up with them if they imitate the righteous. This imitation is a practical 
thing not only a declaration through words. This imitation is correctly 
done by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. 


But those who verbally declare their love for the righteous and fail to 
imitate them and instead imitate the characteristics found in hypocrites 
and the sinful will be considered and judged as one of them. This does 
not mean they will lose their faith but it means they will be judged as 
disobedient muslims. How can a disobedient muslim be counted as an 
obedient muslim and end up with the righteous? This is only wishful 
thinking which has no value in Islam. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 20: 


“Not equal are the companions of the Fire and the companions of 
Paradise. The companions of Paradise - they are the attainers [of 
success].” 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers].” 


This verse indicates the importance of good companionship and 
avoiding bad companions. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5534, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 
between a good and bad companion. The good companion is like a 
person who sells perfume. Their companion will either obtain some 
perfume or at least be affected by the pleasant smell. Whereas, a bad 
companion is like a blacksmith, if their companion does not burn their 
clothes they will certainly be affected by the smoke. 


Muslims must understand that the people they accompany will have an 
effect on them whether this affect is positive or negative, obvious or 
subtle. It is not possible to accompany someone and not be affected by 
it. A Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833, confirms that a 
person is on their companion’s religion. Meaning, a person adopts the 
characteristics of their companion. It is therefore important for muslims to 
always accompany the righteous as they will undoubtedly affect them in 
a positive way meaning, they will inspire them to obey Allah, the Exalted, 
by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience. Whereas, bad companions will either inspire one 
to disobey Allah, the Exalted, or they will encourage a muslim to 
concentrate on the material world over preparing for the hereafter. This 
attitude will become a great regret for them on Judgment Day even if the 
things they strive for are lawful but beyond their needs. 


Finally, as a person will end up with those they love in the hereafter 
according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, a muslim 
must practically show they love for the righteous by accompanying them 
in this world. But if they accompany bad or heedless people then it 
proves and indicates they love for them and their ultimate destination in 
the hereafter. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67: 


“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 
righteous.” 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers].” 


Allah, the Exalted, safeguards and preserves the creation and takes 
care of them with special care. He protects the obedient from the plots 
and traps of the Devil and He safeguards the disobedient from His 
immediate punishment in order to give them an opportunity to sincerely 
repent. 


A muslim should act on this divine name by using the means provided to 
them by Allah, the Exalted, but always trust in His divine care and 
choices in every situation and outcome they face even if they do not 
observe the wisdom behind some choices. This inspires patience and 
even contentment with the choice of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 65 At 
Talaq, verse 3: 


“...And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him...” 


A muslim should also understand that they will only be protected from 
misguidance and punishment by the Guardian namely, Allah, the 
Exalted. This removes any signs of pride and ensures they seek His 
protection through sincere obedience to Him. A muslim must act on this 
divine name by safeguarding every trust they possess such as their 
blessings by using them according to the teachings of Islam. They 
should safeguard their actions and speech from the disobedience of 
Allah, the Exalted. This will ensure they receive more blessings from 
Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers].” 


This verse also indicates that coming from a noble family, such as the 
wife of a Holy Prophet, peace be upon them, will not save one from the 
punishment of Allah, the Exalted. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that 
nobility does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of 
the Holy Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. 
Therefore, people should give up boasting about their relatives and 
lineage. 


It is important to understand that even though some ignorant muslims 
have adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects 
thereby believing some people are superior to others based on these 
groups Islam declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. 
Meaning, the more a muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refrains from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater 
they are in rank in the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, 
verse 13: 


“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most 
righteous of you...” 


This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by 
ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social 
status. 


In addition, if a muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they 
should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, 
and following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following 
in their footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. 
This has been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2945. 


Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps 
is indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad 
character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same 
manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people 
who adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard 
or wearing a scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside 
world will only think negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, when they observe the bad character 
of these muslims. 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers]. And We rained upon them 
a rain [of stones]. Then see how was the end of the criminals.” 


It is important for muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since 
the dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of 
Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of 
history. Therefore, when a muslim is in a situation which they desire to 
achieve a positive and successful outcome from they should never 
choose to disobey Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or 
easy it may seem to be. Even if one is advised by their close friends and 
relatives to do so as there is no obedience to the creation if it means 
disobedience to the Creator. And in truth they will never be able to 
protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and His punishment in either this 
world or the next. The same way Allah, the Exalted, grants success to 
those who obey Him He removes a successful outcome from those who 
disobey Him even if this removal takes time to witness. A muslim should 
not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. The Holy Quran has 
made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only encompasses the 
doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice muslims 
should always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both 


worldly and religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in 
both worlds even if this success is not obvious immediately. 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers]. And We rained upon them 
a rain [of stones]. Then see how was the end of the criminals.” 


This great event teaches muslims that whenever they encounter a 
difficult situation they should remain firm on the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted, trusting that He will provide them a way out of it even if this 
seems impossible at the time just like He done for the Holy Prophet Lut, 
peace be upon him, and his followers. Chapter 65 At Talaq, verse 2: 


“...And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.” 


A muslim should understand that Allah, the Exalted, chooses the best for 
His servants even if the wisdoms behind the difficulty are not obvious. It 
is a person's reaction which either leads to blessings or the anger of 
Allah, the Exalted. One only needs to reflect on the countless examples 
in their own life where they believed something was bad only to change 
their mind later on and vice versa. This is just like when a person takes a 
bitter medicine prescribed to them by a doctor. Even though the 
medicine is bitter they still take it believing it will benefit them. It is 
strange how a muslim can trust a doctor whose knowledge is limited and 
who is not absolutely certain the bitter medicine will benefit them and fail 
to trust Allah, the Exalted, whose knowledge is infinite and when He only 
decrees the best for His servants. 


A muslim should understand the difference between wishful thinking and 
trust in Allah, the Exalted. The person who does not obey Allah, the 


Exalted, and then expects Him to help them in difficulties is a wishful 
thinker. The one who will gain the help of Allah, the Exalted, which is 
indicated in this great event, is the one who sincerely strives in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience and then 
trusts His judgment without complaining or questioning His choice. 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers]. And We rained upon them 
a rain [of stones]. Then see how was the end of the criminals.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social 
strength a person has a day will certainly come when they face the 
consequences of their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life 
where the actions of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and 
eventually they will face the consequences of their actions in the 
hereafter as well. This applies to all people not just leaders. 


A muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who 
were greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their 
strength did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their 
evil deeds. Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly 
pass from person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for 
long. Therefore, a muslim who possesses such strength should use it in 
a way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and 
others. But if they abuse their authority then they will eventually face a 
punishment which no one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause 
them to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have 
to give their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the 
sins of their victims until justice is established. This will cause many 
oppressors to be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable 
for their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, 
and harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will 
continue disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly 
not knowing that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But 
when they realize this fact it will be too late for them to escape 
punishment. 


“So We saved him and his family, except for his wife; she was of 
those who remained [with the evildoers]. And We rained upon them 
a rain [of stones]. Then see how was the end of the criminals.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression 
will become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 


This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness 
are unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be 
provided a guiding light will be able to do this successfully. 


Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. 
Even though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, 
it will cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both 
worlds. According to a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4244, 
whenever a person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual 
heart. The more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed 
by darkness. This will prevent them from accepting and following true 
guidance in this world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next 
world. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 14: 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 
earning.” 


The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the 
form of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The 
greatest of which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened 
through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. 


The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives 
them first. AS people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then 
justice will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s 
righteous deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s 
sins will be given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being 
hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish 
to be treated by people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if 
they desire a guiding light in this world and in the next. 


“_.. Then see how was the end of the criminals.” 


It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid 
being too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the 
things which have already occurred. This is an important quality to 
possess as it is an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn 
helps one to remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For 
example, when a muslim observes a sick person they should not only 
aid them by whatever means they possess, even if it is only a 
supplication, but they should reflect on their own health and understand 
that they too will eventually lose their good health either by an illness, 
ageing or even death. This should inspire them to be grateful for their 
good health and show this through their actions by taking advantage of 
their good health in both worldly and religious matters which are 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel 
sad for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is 
unknown to them they will die also. They should understand that just like 
the rich person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their 
grave so will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will 
encourage them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has 
been advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“..and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
[saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You 
[above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily 
basis whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will 
remain heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


Chapter 11 - Hud, Verses 77-80 
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“And when Our messengers, [the angels], came to Lot, he was anguished 
for them and felt for them great discomfort and said, "This is a trying day." 


And his people came hastening to him, and before [this] they had been 
doing evil deeds. He said, "O my people, these are my daughters; they are 
purer for you. So fear Allah and do not disgrace me concerning my guests 

Is there not among you a man of reason?” 


They said, "You have already known that we have not concerning your 
daughters [I.e., women] any claim [I.e., desire], and indeed, you know what 
we want.” 


He said, "If only | had against you some power or could take refuge in a 
strong support.” 


“And when Our messengers, [the angels], came to Lot, he was 
anguished for them and felt for them great discomfort...” 


He was concerned for their safety and well-being, even though they were 
strangers to him. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 13, that a person 
cannot become a true believer until they love for others what they love for 
themself. 


This does not mean a Muslim will lose their faith if they fail to adopt this 
characteristic. It means that a Muslim’s faith will not be complete until they 
act on this advice. This Hadith also indicates that a Muslim will not perfect 
their faith until they also dislike for others what they dislike for themself. 
This is supported by another Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6586. 
It advises that the Muslim nation is like one body. If one part of the body is 
in pain the rest of the body shares the pain. This mutual feeling includes 
loving and hating for others what one loves and hates for themself. 


A Muslim can only achieve this status when their heart is free from evil 
traits, such as envy. These evil traits will always cause one to desire better 
for themself. So in reality, this Hadith is an indication that one should purify 
their heart by adopting good characteristics, such as being forgiving, and 


eliminate evil traits, such as envy. This is only possible through learning 
and acting on the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


It is important for Muslims to understand that desiring good for others will 
cause them to lose out on good things. The treasury of Allah, the Exalted, 
has no limits so there is no need to adopt a selfish and greedy mentality. 


Desiring good for others includes striving to aid others in anyway one can, 
such as financial or emotional support, in the same way a person would 
desire others to aid them in their moment of need. Therefore, this love must 
be shown through actions not just words. Even when a Muslim forbids evil 
and offers advice which contradicts the desire of others they should do so 
gently just like they would want others to advise them kindly. 


As mentioned earlier, the main Hadith under discussion indicates the 
importance of eliminating all bad characteristics which contradict mutual 
love and care, such as envy. Envy is when a person desires to possess a 
specific blessing which is only obtainable when it is taken away from 
someone else. This attitude is a direct challenge to the distribution of 
blessings chosen by Allah, the Exalted. This is why it is a major sin and 
leads to the destruction of the envier's good deeds. This has been warned 
in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4903. If a Muslim must 
desire the lawful things others possess they should wish and supplicate to 
Allah, the Exalted, to grant them the same or similar thing without the other 
person losing the blessing. This type of jealousy is lawful and is 
praiseworthy in aspects of religion. This has been advised in a Hadith 


found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Muslims should only be 
jealous of a wealthy person who uses their wealth correctly. And be jealous 
of a knowledgeable person who uses their knowledge to benefit themself 
and others. 


A Muslim should not only love for others to obtain lawful worldly blessings 
but also for them to gain religious blessings in both worlds. In fact, when 
one wishes this for others it encourages them to strive harder in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from 
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This type of healthy 
competition is welcomed in Islam. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 26: 


“,..80 for this let the competitors compete.” 


This encouragement will also inspire a Muslim to assess themself in order 
to find and eliminate any faults in their character. When these two elements 
combine meaning, striving in sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, and 
purifying one's character, it leads to success in both worlds. 


A Muslim must therefore not only claim to love for others what they desire 
for themself verbally but show it through their actions. It is hoped that the 
one who is concerned for others in this way will receive the concern of 


Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This has been indicated in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1930. 


“,..and [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] said, "This is a trying day."” 


This verse indicates that feeling the pinch of difficulties does not counter 
being patient. When done correctly, this is a sign of one’s humility to Allah, 
the Exalted. On the other hand, disobeying Allah, the Exalted, through 
one’s actions and words counters patience. 


In addition, it is important to remember that in life a Muslim will always face 
either times of ease or times of difficulty. No one only experiences times of 
ease without experiencing some difficulties. But the thing to note is that 
even though difficulties by definition are hard to deal with they are in fact a 
means to obtain and demonstrate one's true greatness and servanthood to 
Allah, the Exalted. In addition, in the majority of cases people learn more 
important life lessons when they face difficulties then when they face times 
of ease. And people often change for the better after experiencing times of 
difficulty than times of ease. One only needs to reflect on this in order to 
understand this truth. In fact, if one studies the Holy Quran they will realise 
the majority of the events discussed involve difficulties. This indicates that 
true greatness does not lie in always experiencing times of ease. It in fact, 
lies in experiencing difficulties while remaining obedient to Allah, the 
Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by 
facing destiny with patience. This is proven by the fact that each of the 
great difficulties discussed in Islamic teachings end with ultimate success 
for those who obeyed Allah, the Exalted. So a Muslim should not be 
bothered about facing difficulties as these are just moments for them to 
shine while acknowledging their true servanthood to Allah, the Exalted, 
through sincere obedience. This is the key to ultimate success in both 
worlds. 


“And when Our messengers, [the angels], came to Lot...And his 
people came hastening to him, and before [this] they had been doing 
evil deeds. He said, "O my people, these are my daughters; they are 
purer for you. So fear Allah and do not disgrace me concerning my 
guests. Is there not among you a man of reason?" They said, "You 
have already known that we have not concerning your daughters [i.e., 
women] any claim [i.e., desire], and indeed, you know what we want."” 


The people of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, fulfilled their lusts 
with the same gender. The following verses make it clear that deep inside 
even they knew it was wrong as they offered no logical reasoning or 
evidence for their behaviour. By declaring the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be 
upon him, and those who believed with him as pure they indirectly admitted 
what they were doing was impure. Therefore, their only responded with 
threats and intimidation. Chapter 7 Al A’raf, verses 80-82: 


“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you commit such 
immorality as no one has preceded you with from among the worlds [i.e., 
peoples]? Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. 
Rather, you are a transgressing people." But the answer of his people was 
only that they said, "Evict them from your city! Indeed, they are men who 
keep themselves pure."” 


In addition, Muslims should not follow in the footsteps of this nation by 
hastening towards evil things. Instead, they should hasten towards good 
deeds. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2306, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims to hasten 
in performing righteous deeds before seven things occur. 


The first is overwhelming poverty. This can refer to financial difficulties 
which distract a person from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which 
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 
destiny with patience. In addition, stressing over wealth can even push one 
towards the unlawful. A Muslim should remember that any righteous deed 
rooted in the unlawful will be rejected by Allah, the Exalted. This has been 
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2342. Allah, the 
Exalted, has allocated provision for the entire creation over fifty thousand 
years before He created the Heavens and the Earth according to a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. Therefore, a Muslim should trust that 
their lawful provision will reach them as long as they continue to strive for it 
in lawful ways according to the teachings of Islam. A Muslim should 
remember that Allah, the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants 
according to His infinite wisdom. He does not give according to someone’s 
desires as this will most likely lead to their destruction. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


And chapter 42 Ash Shuraa, verse 27: 


“And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they 
would have committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down 
in an amount which He wills...” 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that 
Muslims should hasten in performing righteous deeds before they become 
distracted by wealth. Wealth itself is not evil but depending on how one 
obtains it and uses it can either make it a great blessing for them or a great 
burden for them in both worlds. If a Muslim strives to obtain excess wealth 
while neglecting their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and people while 
hoarding or misspending their wealth it will become a great curse for them 
in both worlds. But if a Muslim obtains enough to fulfill their needs and the 
needs of their dependents without excessiveness, waste or extravagance 
and spends in other ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, then they will 
achieve true richness in both worlds. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion which 
prevents righteous actions is a debilitating sickness. This is a warning to 
make use of one's good health before they encounter sickness. One should 
observe those who have lost their good health either through sickness or 
through ageing and therefore make use of the good health they possess by 
striving to gain success in lawful worldly matters as well as religious 
matters while giving priority to religion over the world. For example, a 
Muslim should use their good health to journey to the Mosques regularly in 
order to offer their obligatory prayers with congregation before a time 


comes when they desire to do this but do not possess the physical strength 
to do so. The amazing thing about utilizing one's good health correctly is 
that when a Muslim eventually loses it Allah, the Exalted, will continue to 
grant them the same reward they used to receive when doing good deeds 
during their time of good health. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 
Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, number 500. But those who live in 
heedlessness fail to utilise their good health and therefore receive no 
reward during their good health or when they fall Ill. 


This is connected to the next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under 
discussion namely, senility. A Muslim should make use of their youth and 
strong intelligence before they reach senility. This includes gaining and 
acting on knowledge and using one's mental strength to obey Allah, the 
Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by 
facing destiny with patience. It is important to behave in this manner before 
senility occurs as even the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him, sought refuge from senility in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 6390. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion which 
prevents righteous actions is a sudden death. Death is certain but the time 
is unknown. A Muslim should not live in heedlessness believing that their 
death is far away as countless people have and will die long before 
reaching their life expectancy. Nor should they live in such a way as if they 
are not going to die at all. Having hopes of a long life can be considered the 
root of all evil as it causes one to delay performing righteous deeds 
believing they can always perform them tomorrow. It causes them to delay 
sincere repentance thereby, failing to change for the better believing they 
can do this tomorrow. And having hopes for a long life causes one to 


prioritize obtaining worldly things, such as wealth, in order to make their 
expected long life on this Earth comfortable. These prevent one from 
preparing adequately for the hereafter. Muslims should therefore reduce 
their hope for a long life so that they change for the better and direct their 
focus to the permanent hereafter. Muslims should not delay and instead act 
today as the tomorrow they hope for may never arrive. They should also 
strive to perform the righteous deeds which will benefit them in case their 
life ends unexpectedly, such as an ongoing charity, which benefits others 
as long as the thing is being used, such as a water well. This has been 
advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1376. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is the arrival 
of the anti-Christ. This event will prevent one from performing righteous 
deeds and instead tempt them towards disbelief. One lesson to learn from 
this is the importance of avoiding doubtful things. Just like a person who 
journeys close to a border is more likely to cross it similarly, a Muslim who 
is Surrounded by temptations will more likely be led astray and fail to 
perform righteous deeds. The one who avoids places and things which 
tempt them to commit sins will protect their faith and honour. This has been 
advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205. Muslims 
should therefore guard their faith by avoiding things, places and the people 
who invite or tempt them towards the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
and ensure their dependents, such as their children, do the same. 


The final thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion which 
prevents one from performing righteous deeds is the Final Hour. 


This is when the trumpet blast will occur. The trumpet blast will lead to the 
death of the creation. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 7381. The important thing to learn is that this is a call 
which no one can or will reject responding to. It will lead to the resurrection 
and final judgment. Therefore, Muslims should respond to the call of Allah, 
the Exalted, through the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, through sincere obedience by fulfilling the commands of Allah, 
the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him. Chapter 8 An Anfal, verse 24: 


“O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when he 
calls you to that which gives you life...” 


Whoever responds to this call in this world will find the final call easy to 
endure and respond to. Whereas, the one who lives heedless to the call of 
Allah, the Exalted, in this world will not find peace in this world and they will 
be forced to answer the call of the trumpet which will be a great burden for 
them to endure and respond to. A person can only ignore the call of Allah, 
the Exalted, for so long as the final call will occur, sooner or later, and no 
one will be able to avoid or ignore it. If this is inevitable it makes sense that 
one respond to it now, today, instead of living in heedlessness. If one hears 
the trumpet blast while heedless no action or regret will benefit them and 
what comes after for this person will be even more terrifying. 


“And when Our messengers, [the angels], came to Lot...And his 
people came hastening to him, and before [this] they had been doing 
evil deeds. He said, ""O my people, these are my daughters; they are 
purer for you. So fear Allah and do not disgrace me concerning my 
guests. Is there not among you a man of reason?" They said, "You 
have already known that we have not concerning your daughters [i.e., 
women] any claim [I.e., desire], and indeed, you know what we want."” 


The people of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, fulfilled their lusts 
with the same gender. The following verses make it clear that deep inside 
even they knew it was wrong as they offered no logical reasoning or 
evidence for their behaviour. By declaring the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be 
upon him, and those who believed with him as pure they indirectly admitted 
what they were doing was impure. Therefore, their only responded with 
threats and intimidation. Chapter 7 Al A’raf, verses 80-82: 


“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you commit such 
immorality as no one has preceded you with from among the worlds [i.e., 
peoples]? Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. 
Rather, you are a transgressing people." But the answer of his people was 
only that they said, "Evict them from your city! Indeed, they are men who 
keep themselves pure."” 


In addition, one should never plot to do an evil thing as it will always, one 
way or another, backfire on them. Even if these consequences are delayed 
to the next world they will face them eventually. For example, the brothers 
of the Holy Prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him, desired to harm him as they 


desired the love, respect and affection of their father the Holy Prophet 
Yaqoob, peace be upon him. But it is clear that their scheming only put 
them further away from their desire. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 18: 


“And they brought upon his shirt false blood. [Jacob] said, "Rather, your 
souls have enticed you to something, so patience is most fitting...” 


The more one plots evil the more Allah, the Exalted, will put them further 
from their goal. Even if they outwardly achieve their desire Allah, the 
Exalted, will cause the very thing they desired to become a curse for them 
in both worlds unless they sincerely repent. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 43: 


“...out the evil plot does not encompass except its own people. Then do 
they await except the way [i.e., fate] of the former peoples?...” 


“,..80 fear Allah and do not disgrace me concerning my guests. Is 
there not among you a man of reason?"” 


This verse indicates that only when one fears Allah, the Exalted, will they 
behave in the correct way so that they obtain success in both worlds. 


Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and 
acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, 
the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“Only those fear Allah, from among His_ servants, who have 
knowledge...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a Muslim cannot 
become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 
Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not just 
unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a Muslim one step closer to 
the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to fall into 
it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that 
the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect their religion 


and honor. If one observes those who have become misguided in society, 
in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, 
the person first indulged in doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. 
This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and 
vain things in one's life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, 
vain and useless speech which is not classified sinful by Islam often leads 
to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person avoids the 
first step by not indulging in vain speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil 
speech. This process can be applied to all things which are vain, 
unnecessary and especially, doubtful. 


“He [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] said, "If only | had against you 
some power or could take refuge in a strong support."” 


In moments like this a Muslim should always remember the All 
Encompassing power of Allah, the Exalted. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, indicated 
the infinite and absolute power and authority of Allah, the Exalted, in a 
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2516. This Hadith advises that 
the entire creation cannot benefit a person if Allah, the Exalted, did not 
desire them to do so. Similarly, the entire creation together could not harm 
someone if Allah, the Exalted, did not desire them to. This means only what 
Allah, the Exalted, decides happens within the universe. It is important to 
note, that this advice does not indicate one should abandon using means, 
such as medicine, but it means that one can use the means as they have 
been created by none other than Allah, the Exalted, but they must 
understand that Allah, the Exalted, is the only One who decides the 
outcome of all things. For example, they are many sick people who take 
medicine and recover from their illness. But they are others who take 
medicine and do not recover. This indicates that another factor decides the 
end result namely, the will of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, 
verse 51: 


“Say, "Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for us...” 


The one who understands this knows that anything that affected them 
could not have been avoided. And those things which missed them could 
never have been obtained. 


It is important to note, that whatever the end result even if it is against a 
person's desire they should remain patient and truly believe Allah, the 
Exalted, has chosen the best for them even if they do not observe the 
wisdom behind the outcome. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


When one truly understands this truth they stop relying on the creation 
knowing they cannot innately harm or benefit them. Instead, they turn to 
Allah, the Exalted, seeking His support and protection through sincere 
obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 
by facing destiny with patience. This leads a Muslim to trusting in Allah, the 
Exalted. It also encourages one to only fear Allah, the Exalted, as they 
know the creation cannot harm them without the will of Allah, the Exalted. 


Recognising that all things which occur within one’s life and the universe 
originate from Allah, the Exalted, is a part of understanding the Oneness of 
Allah, the Exalted. This is a topic which has no end and goes beyond only 
superficially believing that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the 


Exalted. When this is fixed in one's heart then they only hope in Allah, the 
Exalted, knowing He is the only One who can help them. They will only 
submit and obey Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. In reality, a 
person only obeys another in order to receive protection from harm or gain 
some benefit. Only Allah, the Exalted, can grant this therefore only He 
deserves to be obeyed and worshipped. If anyone chooses the obedience 
of another over the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, this shows they believe 
that this other can bring them some sort of benefit or protect them from 
harm. This is a sign of the weakness of their faith. The source of all things 
which occur is Allah, the Exalted, so Muslims should only obey Him. 
Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 2: 


“Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy - none can withhold it; and 
whatever He withholds - none can release it thereafter...” 


It is important to note, that obeying a person which encourages the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in reality is obeying Allah, the Exalted. For 
example, obeying the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 80: 


“He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah...” 


“He [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] said, "If only | had against you 
some power or could take refuge in a strong support."” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 1081, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims how to 
gain blessings in their provision, divine support and an improvement in their 
condition and state. 


The first thing is to sincerely repent to Allah, the Exalted, before one dies. 
As the time of death is unknown this Hadith actually indicates sincerely 
repenting whenever one commits a sin meaning, repenting without delay. 
This consists of seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and whoever 
else has been wronged, feeling regret, making a firm promise not to commit 
the same or a similar sin again. And finally, if possible, to make up for any 
rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and 
people. 


The next thing advised in the main Hadith is that a Muslim must make use 
of their time before they become preoccupied with responsibilities, an 
illness or a difficulty. A Muslim can achieve this by obeying Allah, the 
Exalted, through fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 
and by facing destiny with patience. They must hasten to perform righteous 
deeds within their means as much as possible without delay as the 
tomorrow they hope for may never come. It is hoped that the one who 
behaves in this manner will be supported by Allah, the Exalted, when they 
are no longer in a position to perform extra righteous deeds due to a 
change in circumstances. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith is that a Muslim must 
strengthen their bond with Allah, the Exalted, by remembering Him much. 
True remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, consists of three levels. The first 
is internal remembrance meaning, sincerity to Him. The second level 
consists of remembering Allah, the Exalted, by speaking good words and 
avoiding vain and sinful speech. And the highest level is to sincerely obey 
Allah, the Exalted, through one's actions as outlined earlier. 


The final thing mentioned in the main Hadith is giving much charity both 
hidden and open. This includes both the obligatory and voluntary charity. It 
is important to note, this means giving charity according to one's means 
whether it is much or little. Allah, the Exalted, does not observe quantity He 
observes and judges actions based on quality meaning, one's sincerity. 
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. This 
leaves Muslims with no excuses but to give charity according to their 
means. In addition, it is important to give charity regularly instead of once in 
a while as regular deeds are more beloved to Allah, the Exalted, even if 
they are little. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 6465. Finally, those who desire to encourage others to give charity 
can give it publically. This will lead to them gaining the same reward as 
those who donate because of their inspiration. This has been advised in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351. But those who are fearful of 
showing off, which cancels their reward, should do so privately. Islam has 
provided many options and opportunities for Muslims to gain much reward 
which lead to the removal of their burdens in both worlds. 


Chapter 11 - Hud, Verses 81-83 
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“They [the angels] said, "O Lot, indeed we are messengers of your Lord; 
[therefore], they will never reach you. So set out with your family during a 
portion of the night and let not any among you look back - except your wife; 
indeed, she will be struck by that which strikes them. Indeed, their 
appointment is [for] the morning. Is not the morning near?" 


So when Our command came, We made the highest part [of the city] its 
lowest and rained upon them stones of layered hard clay. 


Marked from your Lord. And it [i.e., Allah's punishment] is not from the 
wrongdoers [very] far.” 


“They [the angels] said, "O Lot, indeed we are messengers of your 
Lord; [therefore], they will never reach you...” 


Allah, the Exalted, safeguards and preserves the creation and takes care of 
them with special care. He protects the obedient from the plots and traps of 
the Devil and He safeguards the disobedient from His immediate 
punishment in order to give them an opportunity to sincerely repent. 


A Muslim should act on this divine name by using the means provided to 
them by Allah, the Exalted, but always trust in His divine care and choices 
in every situation and outcome they face even if they do not observe the 
wisdom behind some choices. This inspires patience and even 
contentment with the choice of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 65 At Talaaq, 
verse 3: 


“...And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him...” 


A Muslim should also understand that they will only be protected from 
misguidance and punishment by the Guardian namely, Allah, the Exalted. 
This removes any signs of pride and ensures they seek His protection 
through sincere obedience to Him. A Muslim must act on this divine name 
by safeguarding every trust they possess such as their blessings by using 
them according to the teachings of Islam. They should safeguard their 
actions and speech from the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. This will 


ensure they receive more blessings from Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 
lbrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


“They [the angels] said, "O Lot, indeed we are messengers of your 
Lord; [therefore], they will never reach you. So set out with your 
family during a portion of the night and let not any among you look 
back - except your wife; indeed, she will be struck by that which 
strikes them...”” 


This verse indicates that one must sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, if they 
desire to succeed in both worlds and not assume their lineage or 
relationships will somehow save them if they fail to sincerely obey Him. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that nobility 
does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of the Holy 
Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. Therefore, 
people should give up boasting about their relatives and lineage. 


It is important to understand that even though some ignorant Muslims have 
adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects thereby 
believing some people are superior to others based on these groups Islam 
declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. Meaning, the more 
a Muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrains from His 
prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater they are in rank in 
the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13: 


“_..Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous 
of you...” 


This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by 
ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social 
status. 


In addition, if a Muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they 
should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, and 
following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following in their 
footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. This has 
been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2945. 


Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps is 
indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad 
character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same 
manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people who 
adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard or wearing a 
scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside world will only think 
negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, when they observe the bad character of these Muslims. 


“_..Indeed, their appointment [for punishment] is [for] the morning. Is 
not the morning near?” 


Generally speaking, a great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
is having false hope for a long life. It is an extremely blameworthy 
characteristic as it is the main cause for a Muslim giving priority to 
amassing the material world over preparing for the hereafter. One only 
needs to assess their average 24 hour day and observe how much time 
they dedicate to the material world and how much time they dedicate to the 
hereafter in order to realise this truth. In fact, having false hope for a long 
life is one of the strongest weapons the Devil uses in order to misguide 
people. When a person believes they will live long they delay preparing for 
the hereafter falsely believing they can prepare for it in the near future. In 
most cases, this near future never comes and a person passes away 
without adequately preparing for the hereafter. 


In addition, false hope for a long life causes one to delay sincere 
repentance and changing one's character for the better as they believe 
they have much time left to do this. It encourages a person to hoard the 
things of this material world, such as wealth, as it convinces them they will 
need these things during their long life on Earth. The Devil scares people 
into thinking they must hoard wealth for their old age as they may find no 
One to support them when they become physically weaker and therefore 
can no longer work for themself. They forget that the same way Allah, the 
Exalted, took care of their provision when they were younger He will 
provide for them in old age too. In fact, the provision of the creation was 
allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and 
the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 
6748. It is strange how a person will dedicate 40 years of their life saving 


for their retirement which very rarely lasts longer than 20 years but fails to 
prepare in the same way for the eternal hereafter. 


Islam does not teach Muslims to not prepare anything for the world. There 
is no harm in saving for the near future as long as priority is given to the 
hereafter. Even though, people admit they may die at any time yet, some 
behave as if they will live forever in this world. Even to the point that if they 
were given a promise of eternal life on Earth they would not be able to 
strive harder in order to accumulate more of the material world due to the 
restrictions of the day and night. How many people have passed away 
earlier than expected? And how many learn a lesson from this and change 
their behaviour? 


In reality, one of the greatest pains a person will feel at the time of death or 
any other stage of the hereafter is regret for delaying their preparation for 
the hereafter. Chapter 63 Al Munafiqun, verses 10-11: 


“And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before 
death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would 
delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and be of the righteous." 
But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is 
Aware of what you do.” 


A person would be labelled a fool if they dedicated more time and wealth 
on a house which they were only going to live in for a short while compared 
to a house they were planning to live in for a very long time. This is the 
example of giving priority to the temporal world over the eternal hereafter. 


Muslims should work for both the world and the hereafter but know that 
death does not come to a person at a time, situation or age known to them 
but it is certain to come. Therefore, preparing for it and what it leads to 
should take priority over preparing for a future in this world which is not 
certain to occur. 


“.. Indeed, their appointment [for punishment] is [for] the morning. Is 
not the morning near?...And it [i.e., Allah's punishment] is not from 
the wrongdoers [very] far.” 


A person must not be fooled into believing they will not face the 
consequences of their actions just because these consequences have not 
appeared yet or are not obvious to them. 


Allah, the Exalted, does not hasten the punishment for the one who 
deserves it out of leniency. Instead He gives them an opportunity to 
sincerely repent and rectify their behaviour. The Muslim who understands 
this will never give up hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, but will not 
also cross the limits and adopt wishful thinking by believing Allah, the 
Exalted, will never punish them. They understand that punishment is only 
delayed not abandoned unless they sincerely repent. So this divine name 
creates hope and fear in a Muslim. A Muslim should use this delay in order 
to repent and hasten towards good deeds. 


A Muslim should act on this divine attribute by being lenient with people 
especially, when they demonstrate bad character. They should show 
leniency towards others just as they desire Allah, the Exalted, to be lenient 
with them in their moments of heedlessness. But at the same time they 
should not be lenient with their own bad characteristics knowing that 
punishment for sins is delayed not permanently abandoned until they 
sincerely repent. They should also remain steadfast in leniency by replying 
evil with good according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 34: 


“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] 
which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and him is 
enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.” 


“_.. Indeed, their appointment [for punishment] is [for] the morning. Is 
not the morning near?...And it [i.e., Allah's punishment] is not from 
the wrongdoers [very] far.” 


Islam teaches Muslims that they should never compromise on their faith in 
order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 
135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions and 
attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious jewel 
which guides a Muslim through all difficulties in this world and in the 
hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the thing 
which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a Muslim woman may believe that if she removed 
her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more respected at work 
and may even climb the corporate ladder more quickly. Similarly, in the 


corporate world it is considered important to mingle with colleagues after 
work hours. So a Muslim might find themself being invited to a pub or club 
after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious Success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout their 
lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and religious 
empire. 


All other forms of Success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their sadness, 
anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one should 
be preferred and chosen. 


“.. Indeed, their appointment is [for] the morning. Is not the morning 
near?" So when Our command came, We made the highest part [of 
the city] its lowest and rained upon them stones of layered hard clay, 
[which were] Marked from your Lord. And it [i.e., Allah's punishment] 
is not from the wrongdoers [very] far.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social strength 
a person has a day will certainly come when they face the consequences of 
their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life where the actions 
of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and eventually they will 
face the consequences of their actions in the hereafter as well. This applies 
to all people not just leaders. 


A Muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who were 
greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their strength 
did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their evil deeds. 
Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly pass from 
person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for long. Therefore, 
a Muslim who possesses such strength should use it in a way which is 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and others. But if they 
abuse their authority then they will eventually face a punishment which no 
one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause them 
to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have to give 
their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the sins of their 


victims until justice is established. This will cause many oppressors to be 
thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a Muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable for 
their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and 
harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will continue 
disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly not knowing 
that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But when they realize 
this fact it will be too late for them to escape punishment. 


“.. Indeed, their appointment is [for] the morning. Is not the morning 
near?" So when Our command came, We made the highest part [of 
the city] its lowest and rained upon them stones of layered hard clay, 
[which were] Marked from your Lord. And it [i.e., Allah's punishment] 
is not from the wrongdoers [very] far.” 


It is important for Muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since the 
dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of history. 
Therefore, when a Muslim is in a situation which they desire to achieve a 
positive and successful outcome from they should never choose to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or easy it may seem to be. 
Even if one is advised by their close friends and relatives to do so as there 
is no obedience to the creation if it means disobedience to the Creator. And 
in truth they will never be able to protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and 
His punishment in either this world or the next. The same way Allah, the 
Exalted, grants success to those who obey Him He removes a successful 
outcome from those who disobey Him even if this removal takes time to 
witness. A Muslim should not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. 
The Holy Quran has made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only 
encompasses the doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 
Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice Muslims should 
always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and 
religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in both worlds even 
if this Success is not obvious immediately. 


“_..Indeed, their appointment is [for] the morning. Is not the morning 
near?" So when Our command came, We made the highest part [of 
the city] its lowest and rained upon them stones of layered hard clay, 
[which were] Marked from your Lord. And it [i.e., Allah's punishment] 
is not from the wrongdoers [very] far.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will 
become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 


This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are 
unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a 
guiding light will be able to do this successfully. 


Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even 
though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will 
cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds. 
According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a 
person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The 
more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness. 
This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this 
world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al 
Mutaffifin, verse 14: 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 
earning.” 


The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form 
of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of 
which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through 
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. 


The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them 
first. AS people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice 
will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s righteous 
deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s sins will be 
given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into 
Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 
6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by 
people. A Muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a 
guiding light in this world and in the next. 


“,_..And it [the destroyed nation] is not from the wrongdoers [non- 
Muslims of Mecca] far.” 


It is important for a Muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid 
being too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the 
things which have already occurred. This is an important quality to 
possess as it is an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn 
helps one to remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For 
example, when a Muslim observes a sick person they should not only 
aid them by whatever means they possess, even if it is only a 
supplication, but they should reflect on their own health and understand 
that they too will eventually lose their good health either by an illness, 
ageing or even death. This should inspire them to be grateful for their 
good health and show this through their actions by taking advantage of 
their good health in both worldly and religious matters which are 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel 
sad for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is 
unknown to them they will die also. They should understand that just like 
the rich person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their 
grave so will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will 
encourage them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
Muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has 
been advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“..and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
[saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You 
[above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily 
basis whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will 
remain heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


Chapter 21 - Al Anbiya, Verses 74-75 
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“And to Lot We gave judgement [wisdom] and knowledge, and We saved 
him from the city that was committing wicked deeds. Indeed, they were a 
people of evil, defiantly disobedient. 


And We admitted him into Our mercy. Indeed, he was of the righteous.” 


“And to Lot We gave judgement [wisdom] and knowledge...” 


Wisdom allows one to use their knowledge in the correct way so that they 
benefit themself and others in both worlds. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised 
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when Allah, the 
Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with Islamic 
knowledge. 


There is no doubt that every muslim irrespective of the strength of their 
faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many muslims incorrectly 
believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority, 
companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that true 
lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is important 
to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly knowledge 
whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their necessities and 
the necessities of their dependents. Even though the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has pointed out where 
good lies yet it is a shame how many muslims do not place much value in 
this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the bare minimum of Islamic 
knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory duties and fail to acquire and act 
on more such as the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Instead they dedicate their efforts on worldly things 
believing true good is found there. Many muslims fail to appreciate that the 
righteous predecessors had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a 
single verse or Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 


blessings be upon him, whereas today one can study Islamic teachings 
without leaving their home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing 
given to the modern day muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the 
Exalted, through his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, has not only pointed out where true good lies but He has also 
placed this good at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed 
mankind of where an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all 
the problems they may encounter in both worlds. But muslims will only 
obtain this good once they struggle to acquire and act on it. 


“_..and We saved him [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] from the city 
that was committing wicked deeds. Indeed, they were a people of evil, 
defiantly disobedient.” 


Whenever muslims encounter a difficult situation they should remain firm 
on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, trusting that He will provide them a 
way out of it even if this seems impossible at the time just like He done for 
the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, and his followers. Chapter 65 At 
Talaq, verse 2: 


“...And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.” 


A muslim should understand that Allah, the Exalted, chooses the best for 
His servants even if the wisdoms behind the difficulty are not obvious. It is 
a person's reaction which either leads to blessings or the anger of Allah, 
the Exalted. One only needs to reflect on the countless examples in their 
own life where they believed something was bad only to change their mind 
later on and vice versa. This is just like when a person takes a bitter 
medicine prescribed to them by a doctor. Even though the medicine is bitter 
they still take it believing it will benefit them. It is strange how a muslim can 
trust a doctor whose knowledge is limited and who is not absolutely certain 
the bitter medicine will benefit them and fail to trust Allah, the Exalted, 
whose knowledge is infinite and when He only decrees the best for His 
servants. 


A muslim should understand the difference between wishful thinking and 
trust in Allah, the Exalted. The person who does not obey Allah, the 
Exalted, and then expects Him to help them in difficulties is a wishful 
thinker. The one who will gain the help of Allah, the Exalted, which is 
indicated in this great event, is the one who sincerely strives in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience and then 
trusts His judgment without complaining or questioning His choice. 


“_..and We saved him [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] from the city 
that was committing wicked deeds. Indeed, they were a people of evil, 
defiantly disobedient.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will 
become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 


This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are 
unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a 
guiding light will be able to do this successfully. 


Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even 
though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will 
cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds. 
According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a 
person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The 
more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness. 
This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this 
world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al 
Mutaffifin, verse 14: 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 
earning.” 


The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form 
of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of 
which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through 
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. 


The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them 
first. AS people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice 
will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s righteous 
deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim's sins will be 
given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into 
Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 
6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by 
people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a 
guiding light in this world and in the next. 


“And We admitted him [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] into Our 
mercy. Indeed, he was of the righteous.” 


In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted, 
declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their 
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, 
through voluntary righteous deeds. 


This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two 
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the 
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory charity. 
This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny. 


The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the Exalted, 
are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their obligatory duties 
but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly shows that this is the 
only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. Whoever takes a path other 
than this will not achieve this vital goal. This completely rejects the concept 
of obtaining sainthood without striving in obedience to Allah, the Exalted. 
The person who claims this is simply a liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of 
the body becomes pure. This leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does 
not perform righteous deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their 


body is impure which means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This 
person can never reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. 


It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can 
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to perform 
voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been fooled by 
the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, except the 
path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins....” 


The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also those 
who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude aids 
them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous deeds. It is 
this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, giving and 
withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that when 
one strives in fulfilling the obligatory duties and performing voluntary 
righteous deeds Allah, the Exalted, blesses their five senses so that they 


use them in obedience to Him. This righteous servant will very rarely 
commit sins. This increase in guidance has been indicated in Chapter 29 Al 
Ankabut, verse 69: 


“And those who Strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...” 


This muslim reaches the level of excellence which has been discussed in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when a muslim performs 
actions, such as the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the Exalted. The one 
who reaches this level will guard their mind and body from sins. This is the 
one who when they speak they speak for Allah, the Exalted, when they are 
silent they are silent for Allah, the Exalted. When they act they act for Him 
and when they are still they are for His sake. This is an aspect of 
monotheism and understanding the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that this 
muslim’s supplication will be fulfilled and they will be granted the refuge 
and protection of Allah, the Exalted. This is a clear lesson for those who 
desire lawful worldly things. They should not seek to obtain them using any 
means except through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. No 
spiritual teacher or anyone else will be able to grant things to a person 
unless the person strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted and they 
are destined to obtain those things. 


To conclude this Hadith makes it clear that the proximity of Allah, the 
Exalted, is only gained through sincere obedience to Him in the form of 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient 
with destiny. This is the path of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and the only path of success in both worlds. 


“And We admitted him [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] into Our 
mercy. Indeed, he was of the righteous.” 


This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7: 


“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and 
plant firmly your feet.” 


This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help 
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of 
Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the 
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The 
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous 
deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to 
do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not 
fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in 
their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the 
obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they 
receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time 
and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will 
receive. It really is that simple. 


A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties, 
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's 
day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering 
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of 
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A 
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then 
can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then? 


Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they 
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done 
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This 
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is 
amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely 
activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and 
attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah, 
the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the 
teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and 
act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their 
unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary 
charity. 


It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to how 
they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the 
Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all 
difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil 
them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then 
they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the 


more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they 
should not expect much in return. 


“And We admitted him [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] into Our 
mercy. Indeed, he was of the righteous.” 


Righteousness cannot be achieved without gaining and acting on Islamic 
knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to 
the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“...Only those fear Allah, from among His_ servants, who have 
knowledge...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim 
cannot become righteous until they avoid something which is not harmful 
to their religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is 
harmful. Therefore, an aspect of righteousness is to avoid things which 
are doubtful not just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a 
muslim one step closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the 
unlawful the easier it is to fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that the one who avoids unlawful and 
doubtful things will protect their religion and honor. If one observes those 
who have become misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred 
gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in 
doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why 
Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's 
life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, vain and useless 
speech which is not classified sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, 
such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person avoids the first step by 


not indulging in vain speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. 
This process can be applied to all things which are vain, unnecessary 
and especially, doubiful. 


Chapter 26 - Ash Shu’ara, Verses 160-168 
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“The people of Lot denied the messengers. 
When their brother Lot said to them, "Will you not fear Allah? 
Indeed, | am to you a trustworthy messenger. 
So fear Allah and obey me. 


And !| do not ask you for it any payment. My payment is only from the Lord 
of the worlds. 


Do you approach males among the worlds. 


And leave what your Lord has created for you as mates? But you are a 
people transgressing.” 


They said, "If you do not desist, O Lot, you will surely be of those evicted." 


ELE 


He said, "Indeed, | am, toward your deed, of those who detest [it]. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers.” 


The Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, was the only Holy Messenger, 
peace be upon him, sent to his nation. This verse therefore indicates the 
important lesson that the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, all came 
with the same fundamental teachings and mission namely, submission to 
Allah, the Exalted, which is Islam. Therefore, denying one of them is like 
denying all of them. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother 
Lut...[He said] Indeed, | am to you a trustworthy messenger.”” 


Meaning, they knew him very well and testified to his unparalleled good 
character and truthfulness. This was true for all the Holy Prophets, peace 
be upon them, especially the final Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. 


During his childhood the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, was always under the protection of Allah, the Exalted. Allah, the 
Exalted, saved him from the evils that where widespread during the age of 
ignorance: the time before Islam. When the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, reached maturity he was the finest 
person among his people, the best of them in character and repute, the 
best of neighbours, the most prudent, the most honest in speech and most 
trustworthy. He was completely removed from immorality and other evil 
characteristics. Because of this he became known among the people of 
Mecca as Al Amin, the trustworthy. This has been discussed in Imam Ibn 
Kathir’s, The Life of the Prophet, Volume 1, Page 180. 


The fact that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, spent his entire life amongst the non-Muslims of Mecca was enough of 
a proof of his declaration of Prophethood. When the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, invited the non-Muslims of 
Mecca to embrace Islam he used his 40 years amongst them as proof that 
he was speaking the truth. This evidence was undeniable even by the non- 
Muslims. This incident is recorded in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 


number 4553. Only the arrogance of some prevented them from submitting 
to the truth. Chapter 10 Yunus, verse 16: 


“...for | had remained among you a lifetime before it. Then will you not 
reason?" 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "Will you not fear Allah?...”” 


Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and 
acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, 
the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“..Only those fear Allah, from among His_ servants, who have 
knowledge...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a Muslim cannot 
become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 
Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not just 
unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a Muslim one step closer to 
the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to fall into 
it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that 
the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect their religion 
and honor. If one observes those who have become misguided in society, 
in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, 
the person first indulged in doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. 
This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and 
vain things in one's life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, 
vain and useless speech which is not classified sinful by Islam often leads 


to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person avoids the 
first step by not indulging in vain speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil 
speech. This process can be applied to all things which are vain, 
unnecessary and especially, doubtful. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "...So fear Allah and obey me.”” 


The purpose of sending Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is for them to 
be sincerely obeyed and followed. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim 
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to acquire 
knowledge in order to act on his traditions. These traditions include the 
ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed 
noble character towards the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 


Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 
Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 
actions not just words. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "...And 1 do not ask you for it any payment. My payment 
is only from the Lord of the worlds.”” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who 
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of doing 
them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their reward 
on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality is not 
possible to do. 


It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even Islam 
itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted, judges 
people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. A 
Muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly actions 
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from Him in both 
worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person neither expects 
nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to them for the deeds 
they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their incorrect intention. 


In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and 
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually 
encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as 
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in 
parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their children 
and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. 
But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will fulfill all their 


duties towards others such as their children and never become bitter or 
enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them. This attitude leads 
to peace of mind and general happiness as they know Allah, the Exalted, is 
fully aware of their righteous deed and will reward them for it. This is the 
way all Muslims must act otherwise they may well be left empty handed on 
the Day of Judgment. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "...And 1 do not ask you for it any payment. My payment 
is only from the Lord of the worlds.”” 


Many people have come and gone who have stood up for some sort of 
cause whether it was to do with women's rights, human rights, the poor, or 
something else, yet only a small per cent of these people had a positive 
impact on society. The majority had no positive effect and instead became 
footnotes in history. One of the reasons for this is a lack of sincerity. If one 
turns the pages of history they will observe that those who acted with the 
correct intention meaning, to truly benefit society without any ulterior 
motives were granted success even if they were not Muslims. Benefit to 
others is something Allah, the Exalted, loves and He therefore grants 
success to all those who sincerely strive for this end. 


Those who did not achieve a positive effect on society lacked this good 
intention as they desired something else, such as fame. In most cases their 
bad intention is quite evident as their words and actions clearly contradict 
each other. For example, some claim to stand up for the rights of women 
then happily take part in advertising campaigns which show women to be 
nothing except ornaments to be gawked at. If their actions supported their 
claims they would have instead taught the advertising companies that a 
woman's intelligence, good character and inner strength are what should 
be displayed to the world through their advertising campaigns. 


Many of these people who claim to stand up for different causes are in a 
position of political and social influence and they possess much wealth yet, 


their positive influence on society is minimal and very short lived. On the 
other hand, those who may not have possessed such influence changed 
the attitude of millions through their sincerity. They only desired to benefit 
society; they did not seek anything else. Because of their sincerity their 
positive influence and remembrance endured long after they departed this 
world whereas, those whose intention was corrupt were quickly forgotten 
even while they were still alive. 


So if one desires to succeed in the material world or more importantly in 
matters of faith they should strive to correct their intention. It is why the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that 
Allah, the Exalted, judges people based on their intention. This is confirmed 
in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "...And 1 do not ask you for it any payment. My payment 
is only from the Lord of the worlds.”” 


Those who desire to spread the word of Islam should never gain 
knowledge in order to defeat others in debates nor to make others feel 
unintelligent nor should one seek fame when fulfilling this duty. Otherwise, 
the knowledge that was meant to bring one closer to Allah, the Exalted, 
only causes them to act like a hypocrite who pretends to benefit others 
while only desiring fame. Those who act in this way without sincerely 
repenting have been warned of Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sunan lbn Majah, number 253. 


Alcohol has been declared the mother of evil in a Hadith found in Sunan An 
Nasai, number 5669, as it opens the door to countless other sins. Similarly, 
the love for fame through spreading the word of Islam is the mother of evil 
for scholars. This attitude always leads to other sins such as, lying, 
backbiting, envy and hypocrisy. Because of their incorrect intention these 
people will never accept the truth from another as they fear the latter will 
gain more fame than them. This leads them to arguing against the truth by 
twisting the verses of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, out of context. When one 
fails to adhere to the etiquettes of spreading the word of Islam Allah, the 
Exalted, removes the light of faith from their heart. Instead of their 
knowledge leading them towards light and the pleasure of Allah, the 
Exalted, it only leads them to darkness. The worse thing is that when the 
outside world observes these people they may well believe that this was 
the attitude of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all, and the 


righteous predecessors. Spreading this false belief to others will only lead 
to more difficulty for the person. This is one of the reasons why the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once warned in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 256, that the worse parts of Hell 
will be reserved for those who used their knowledge of the Holy Quran for 
the sake of fame. 


Unfortunately, some people seek compensation for their deeds from others 
whereas the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and the righteous never 
demanded compensation from people. They only desired to please Allah, 
the Exalted, and hoped in reward from Him alone. 


One must always aim to please Allah, the Exalted. This intention alone will 
determine whether they receive reward or not from Allah, the Exalted. This 
has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. 


In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
once described the judgment of a person who dedicated his life to gaining 
and spreading knowledge in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4923. 
As he desired compensation from people in the form of fame Allah, the 
Exalted, will declare that there is no reward for him in the hereafter 
because of his bad intention. The man will then be hurled into Hell. 


Unfortunately, some not only intend for material benefit but 
also purposely offer advice which pleases people and withhold 
the advice which would displease them even though it is the 
truth. This is not considered spreading the word of Islam and 
will only lead to the wrath of Allah, the Exalted. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "...And 1 do not ask you for it any payment. My payment 
is only from the Lord of the worlds.”” 


Generally speaking, it is important for Muslims to fulfil the rights people 
have over them, such as their parents, according to the teachings of Islam. 
But they should not do this for the sake of people nor should they go 
overboard in their duties by crossing the limits set by Allah, the Exalted. 
One should instead act only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and stay 
within the limits set by Him when fulfilling their duties to others. For 
example, they should not disobey Allah, the Exalted, in the process of 
pleasing people. The problem with dedicating one's life and efforts to 
people, even if no sins are committed, is that a day will certainly come 
when this person will realise that they dedicated so much effort to people 
but in return obtained nothing significant from them, such as gratitude. This 
attitude leads to bitterness towards life and people. If one persists on this 
attitude they will eventually fail in their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, 
and especially those duties towards people. On the other hand when one 
acts for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how little gratitude 
people show them they will not become bitter as they acted for and hope 
reward from Allah, the Exalted. If one’s intention is sincere this will prevent 
bitterness as they seek payback for their efforts from Allah, the Exalted, not 
people. People might let them down through a lack of gratitude whereas 
Allah, the Exalted, will reward them beyond their expectations. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "...And 1 do not ask you for it any payment. My payment 
is only from the Lord of the worlds.”” 


One of the main reasons why people who do good things, such as buying 
gifts for others, do not receive the same level of respect and love from 
people than some who do not do these things is because of their intention. 
When these people perform righteous deeds in respect to people, such as 
visiting the sick, they do so either for the sake of people meaning, to please 
them or they mix this intention by also aiming to please Allah, the Exalted. 
First of all, the one who acts for the sake of people will gain no reward from 
Allah, the Exalted. They will be told to gain their reward from the people 
they acted for on Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. Scholars are divided on whether those who 
mix their intention by aiming to please Allah, the Exalted, and people will 
receive a partial reward or none at all. In order to be on the safe side a wise 
Muslim should only act for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. 


On the other hand, the other people who gain more respect and love from 
others do so because they solely act for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. 
When they treat others kindly they do not do it for the sake of people. 
Because of their sincerity Allah, the Exalted, places more love and respect 
in the hearts of the people compared to those who do more acts of 
kindness to people but are less sincere in their deeds. 


So if people desire reward from Allah, the Exalted, and respect from people 
they should correct their intention and only perform righteous deeds for the 


sake of Allah, the Exalted. One sign of this correct intention is that this 
person will aim to please Allah, the Exalted, even if it displeases people. 
Meaning, they do not pay attention to the attitude and reactions of people. 


“The people of Lot denied the messengers. When their brother Lut 
said to them, "...Do you approach males among the worlds. And leave 
what your Lord has created for you as mates? But you are a people 
transgressing.” They said, "If you do not desist, O Lot, you will surely 
be of those evicted.” He said, "Indeed, | am, toward your deed, of 
those who detest [it].”” 


These verses are connected to chapter 7 Al A’raf, verses 80-82: 


“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you commit such 
immorality as no one has preceded you with from among the worlds [i.e., 
peoples]? Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. 
Rather, you are a transgressing people.” But the answer of his people was 
only that they said, "Evict them from your city! Indeed, they are men who 
keep themselves pure."” 


The people of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, fulfilled their lusts 
with the same gender. These verses make it clear that deep inside even 
they knew it was wrong as they offered no logical reasoning or evidence for 
their behaviour. By declaring the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, and 
those who believed with him as pure they indirectly admitted what they 
were doing was impure. 


Even the main verses under discussion indicate that they gave no logical 
evidence or reasoning for their behaviour. Instead, they resulted to threats 
and intimation which has always been the behaviour of the misguided. 


A Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 5023, warns that a sign of 
hypocrisy is insulting others especially, when they disagree with them. 
When speaking to others a Muslim should never use foul and sinful 
language. It is important to remember that it only takes a single sinful word 
to cause a person to plummet into Hell on Judgement Day. This has been 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314. A Muslim 
should adhere to the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, by replying evil words with kind words or they 
should simply remain silent and ignore the person who utters foul 
language. 


“He [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] said, "Indeed, | am, toward your 
deed, of those who detest [it].”” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
advised the importance of objecting to evil things in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4340. This Hadith clearly shows that it is a duty 
on all Muslims to object to all forms of evil according to their strength and 
means. The lowest level, as mentioned in this Hadith, is rejecting the evil 
with one's heart. 


This shows internally approving evil actions is one of the ugliest of those 
things which are forbidden. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 
Dawud, number 4345, that the one who is present when an evil is 
committed and denounces it is like the one who was not present. But the 
one who was absent and approved the evil deed is like the one who was 
present when it was committed. 


The first two aspects of objecting to evil, mentioned in the main Hadith 
under discussion, are through one’s physical actions and speech. This is 
only a duty on a Muslim who has the strength to do so for example, they 
will not be harmed by their actions or words. 


It is important to note, objecting to evil with one's hand does not refer to 
fighting. It refers to correcting the evil actions of others, such as returning 
the rights of someone which have been unlawfully violated. The one who is 
in a position to do so yet, refrains from doing so has been warned of a 
punishment in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4338. 


The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, has advised Muslims 
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2191, that they should not 
fear the creation in respect to speaking the truth. In fact, the one who 
allows the fear of the creation to prevent them from objecting to evil things 
has been described as the one who hates themself and will be criticized by 
Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4008. It is important to note, this does not refer 
to the one who remains silent out of fear of being harmed as this is an 
acceptable excuse but it refers to the person who remains silent because of 
the status people hold in their eyes. 


A Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4341, advises that a person 
can give up objecting to evil things through their actions and speech when 
others obey their greed, follow their incorrect opinions and desires and 
when they prefer the material world over the hereafter. It does not take a 
scholar to conclude this time has arrived. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 105. 


“O you who have believed, upon you is [responsibility for] yourselves. 
Those who have gone astray will not harm you when you have been 
guided...” 


But it is important to note, a Muslim should continue with this important duty 
in respect to their dependents as this is a duty on them according to a 
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928, and in respect to those 
they feel physically and verbally safe from, as this is the superior attitude. 


Objecting to evil things which are apparent is what the main Hadith under 
discussion refers to. Meaning, it does not grant permission to Muslims to 
spy on others in order to find evil things to object to. Spying and anything 
associated with it in this respect are forbidden. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 
12: 


“O you who have believed...do not spy...” 


It is important to note, that a Muslim must object to evil according to the 
teachings of Islam and not their on desires. A Muslim may believe they are 
acting for sake of Allah, the Exalted, when they are not. This is proven 
when they object to evil in a way which contradicts the teachings of Islam. 
In fact, what is considered a good deed may well become a sin because of 
this negative attitude. 


A Muslim must object to evil in a gentle and fair way preferably in private in 
accordance to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. The opposite 
of these characteristics will only push people away from sincerely repenting 
and may lead to further sins as a result of angering them. 


“He [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] said, "Indeed, | am, toward your 
deed, of those who detest [it].”” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the characteristics 
which perfect a Muslim's faith. 


One of the characteristics mentioned is to hate for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted. This means one should dislike the things Allah, the Exalted, 
dislikes such as His disobedience. It is important to note, this does not 
mean one should hate others as people can sincerely repent to Allah, the 
Exalted. Instead a Muslim should dislike the sin itself which is proven by 
them avoiding it and warning others against it also. Muslims should 
continue to advise others instead of breaking ties with them as this act of 
kindness may well cause them to sincerely repent. This includes not 
disliking things based on one’s own feelings, such as an action, which is 
lawful. Finally the proof of one disliking for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, is 
that when they show their dislike through their words and actions it will 
never be in a way which contradicts the teachings of Islam. Meaning, their 
dislike for something will never cause them to commit a sin as this would 
prove that their dislike for something is for their own sake. 


Chapter 26 - Ash Shu’ara, Verses 169-175 
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“(Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my family 
from [the consequences of] what they do.” 


So We saved him and his family, all. 
Except an old woman among those who remained behind. 
Then We destroyed the others. 


And We rained upon them a rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of those 
who were warned. 


Indeed in that is a sign, but most of them were not to be believers. 


And indeed, your Lord - He is the Exalted in Might, the Merciful.” 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family...” 


These verses indicate the importance of good companionship. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5534, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 
between a good and bad companion. The good companion is like a person 
who sells perfume. Their companion will either obtain some perfume or at 
least be affected by the pleasant smell. Whereas, a bad companion is like a 
blacksmith, if their companion does not burn their clothes they will certainly 
be affected by the smoke. 


Muslims must understand that the people they accompany will have an 
effect on them whether this affect is positive or negative, obvious or subtle. 
It is not possible to accompany someone and not be affected by it. A Hadith 
found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833, confirms that a person is on 
their companion’s religion. Meaning, a person adopts the characteristics of 
their companion. It is therefore important for Muslims to always accompany 
the righteous as they will undoubtedly affect them in a positive way 
meaning, they will inspire them to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience. Whereas, bad companions will either inspire one to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, or they will encourage a Muslim to concentrate on the 
material world over preparing for the hereafter. This attitude will become a 


great regret for them on Judgment Day even if the things they strive for are 
lawful but beyond their needs. 


Finally, as a person will end up with those they love in the hereafter 
according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, a Muslim 
must practically show they love for the righteous by accompanying them in 
this world. But if they accompany bad or heedless people then it proves 
and indicates they love for them and their ultimate destination in the 
hereafter. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67: 


“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 
righteous.” 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind.” 


Even though she was from the family of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be 
upon him, yet it did not benefit her as she failed to sincerely obey and 
follow him. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that nobility 
does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of the Holy 
Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. Therefore, 
people should give up boasting about their relatives and lineage. 


It is important to understand that even though some ignorant Muslims have 
adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects thereby 
believing some people are superior to others based on these groups Islam 
declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. Meaning, the more 
a Muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrains from His 
prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater they are in rank in 
the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13: 


“_..Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous 
of you...” 


This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by 
ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social 
status. 


In addition, if a Muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they 
should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, and 
following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following in their 
footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. This has 
been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2945. 


Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps is 
indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad 
character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same 
manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people who 
adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard or wearing a 
scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside world will only think 
negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, when they observe the bad character of these Muslims. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind.” 


Even though she was from the family of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be 
upon him, yet it did not benefit her as she failed to sincerely obey and 
follow him. 


The purpose of sending Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is for them to 
be sincerely obeyed and followed. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim 
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to acquire 
knowledge in order to act on his traditions. These traditions include the 
ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed 
noble character towards the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 
Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 
actions not just words. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind.” 


Even though she was from the family of the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be 
upon him, yet it did not benefit her as she failed to sincerely obey and 
follow him. 


Islam teaches Muslims that they should never compromise on their faith in 
order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 
135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions and 
attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious jewel 
which guides a Muslim through all difficulties in this world and in the 
hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the thing 
which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a Muslim woman may believe that if she removed 
her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more respected at work 
and may even climb the corporate ladder more quickly. Similarly, in the 
corporate world it is considered important to mingle with colleagues after 
work hours. So a Muslim might find themself being invited to a pub or club 
after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious Success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout their 
lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and religious 
empire. 


All other forms of Success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their sadness, 
anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one should 
be preferred and chosen. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind...Indeed in that is a sign, but most of them were not to be 
believers.” 


This great event teaches Muslims that whenever they encounter a difficult 
situation they should remain firm on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
trusting that He will provide them a way out of it even if this seems 
impossible at the time just like He done for the Holy Prophet Lut, peace be 
upon him, and his followers. Chapter 65 At Talaq, verse 2: 


“...And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.” 


A Muslim should understand that Allah, the Exalted, chooses the best for 
His servants even if the wisdoms behind the difficulty are not obvious. It is 
a person's reaction which either leads to blessings or the anger of Allah, 
the Exalted. One only needs to reflect on the countless examples in their 
own life where they believed something was bad only to change their mind 
later on and vice versa. This is just like when a person takes a bitter 
medicine prescribed to them by a doctor. Even though the medicine is bitter 
they still take it believing it will benefit them. It is strange how a Muslim can 
trust a doctor whose knowledge is limited and who is not absolutely certain 
the bitter medicine will benefit them and fail to trust Allah, the Exalted, 
whose knowledge is infinite and when He only decrees the best for His 
servants. 


A Muslim should understand the difference between wishful thinking and 
trust in Allah, the Exalted. The person who does not obey Allah, the 
Exalted, and then expects Him to help them in difficulties is a wishful 
thinker. The one who will gain the help of Allah, the Exalted, which is 
indicated in this great event, is the one who sincerely strives in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience and then 
trusts His judgment without complaining or questioning His choice. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind. Then We destroyed the others. And We rained upon them a 
rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of those who were warned.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social strength 
a person has a day will certainly come when they face the consequences of 
their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life where the actions 
of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and eventually they will 
face the consequences of their actions in the hereafter as well. This applies 
to all people not just leaders. 


A Muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who were 
greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their strength 
did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their evil deeds. 
Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly pass from 
person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for long. Therefore, 
a Muslim who possesses such strength should use it in a way which is 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and others. But if they 
abuse their authority then they will eventually face a punishment which no 
one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause them 
to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have to give 
their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the sins of their 


victims until justice is established. This will cause many oppressors to be 
thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a Muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable for 
their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and 
harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will continue 
disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly not knowing 
that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But when they realize 
this fact it will be too late for them to escape punishment. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind. Then We destroyed the others. And We rained upon them a 
rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of those who were warned.” 


It is important for Muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since the 
dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of history. 
Therefore, when a Muslim is in a situation which they desire to achieve a 
positive and successful outcome from they should never choose to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or easy it may seem to be. 
Even if one is advised by their close friends and relatives to do so as there 
is no obedience to the creation if it means disobedience to the Creator. And 
in truth they will never be able to protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and 
His punishment in either this world or the next. The same way Allah, the 
Exalted, grants success to those who obey Him He removes a successful 
outcome from those who disobey Him even if this removal takes time to 
witness. A Muslim should not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. 
The Holy Quran has made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only 
encompasses the doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 
Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice Muslims should 
always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and 
religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in both worlds even 
if this Success is not obvious immediately. 


“And We rained upon them a rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of 
those who were warned.” 


This verse indicates the importance of implementing the teachings of Islam 
as reminders namely; glad tidings and warnings only benefit the person 
who acts on them. For example, those who ignore road hazard signs are 
often the ones who end up in dangerous situations. But those who act upon 
these hazards signs are protected from this danger. The glad tidings 
indicate the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which acted upon lead to the 
gardens of Paradise. And the warnings are the prohibitions of Allah, the 
Exalted, which acted upon protects one from divine punishment such as 
Hell. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind. Then We destroyed the others. And We rained upon them a 
rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of those who were warned. 
Indeed in that is a sign, but most of them were not to be believers.” 


It is important for a Muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid being 
too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the things 
which have already occurred. This is an important quality to possess as it is 
an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn helps one to remain 
obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For example, when a Muslim 
observes a sick person they should not only aid them by whatever means 
they possess, even if it is only a supplication, but they should reflect on 
their own health and understand that they too will eventually lose their good 
health either by an illness, ageing or even death. This should inspire them 
to be grateful for their good health and show this through their actions by 
taking advantage of their good health in both worldly and religious matters 
which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel sad 
for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is unknown 
to them they will die also. They should understand that just like the rich 
person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their grave so 
will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will encourage 
them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
Muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has been 
advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“,.and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], 
"Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a 
thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily basis 
whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will remain 
heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind. Then We destroyed the others. And We rained upon them a 
rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of those who were warned. 
Indeed in that is a sign, but most of them were not to be believers.” 


Failing to learn from the signs of Allah, the Exalted, leads to weakness of 
faith. 


A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is weakness of 
faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to other negative 
characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, fearing others, 
placing the obedience of people above the obedience to Allah, the Exalted, 
having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and other undesired 
characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of faith is that it allows 
one to commit sins, such as neglecting the obligatory duties. The root 
cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of Islam. 


One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith. With 
time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong that it 
safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they fulfil their 
duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained when one 
studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Specifically, those 
teachings which discuss the promises of reward for those who are obedient 
and the punishment for those who are disobedient to Allah, the Exalted. 


This creates fear of punishment and hope of reward in a Muslim’s heart 
which acts like a pull and push mechanism towards the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the 
Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the 
Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41 Fussilat, 
verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


For example, if a Muslim ponders over the night and day and how perfectly 
in syne they are and the other things linked to them they will truly believe 
that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force which ensures 
everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power of Allah, the 
Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing of the night and 
day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only one God namely, 
Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God each god would desire 
the night and day to occur according to their own desires. This would lead 
to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun to rise whereas the other 
God might desire the night to continue. The perfect uninterrupted system 
found within the universe proves there is only one God namely, Allah, the 
Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse 22: 


“Had there been within them [I.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides 
Allah, they both would have been ruined...” 


Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous 
deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it 
weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds are 
performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 
number 5662, that a Muslim is not a believer when they drink alcohol. 


“[Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said] My Lord, save me and my 
family from [the consequences of] what they do.” So We saved him 
and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind. Then We destroyed the others. And We rained upon them a 
rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of those who were warned. 
Indeed in that is a sign, but most of them were not to be believers.” 


True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity..." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. 


“And indeed, your Lord - He is the Exalted in Might...” 


Allah, the Exalted, is the One who over powers all things, who in reality is 
the only One who possesses power and might. Anyone else who 
possesses strength only does so because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to 
them. There is no atom in this world or in the next that can escape the 
power and authority of Allah, the Exalted. 


As all power belongs to Allah, the Exalted, a Muslim should therefore 
always remember that the strength to perform righteous deeds and refrain 
from sins comes from Allah, the Exalted, alone. This will remove any 
chance of pride creeping into their heart. An atom’s worth of which is 
enough to take a person to Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 266. 


Whoever desires for their faith to become mighty must obey the All Mighty, 
Allah, the Exalted. Only then will they be granted strong faith which will aid 
them to overcome all difficulties so that they leave this world while Allah, 
the Exalted, is pleased with them. True obedience only lies in following the 
footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. This includes fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining 
from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. Chapter 3 Alee 
Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins.” 


Truly Knowing Allah, the Exalted, is All Mighty should prevent a Muslim 
from sinning. As they should know there is no way to escape the might of 
Allah, the Exalted. In addition, when a Muslim engraves this divine name 
into their heart it prevents them from committing oppression and wronging 
others. They become fully aware that even if there is no person powerful 
enough to seek justice from them Allah, the Exalted, will certainly take them 
to account and punish them in both worlds. As confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, oppression to others may cause the All 
Mighty, Allah, the Exalted, to hurl them into Hell on Judgment Day. 


“And indeed, your Lord - He is...the Merciful.” 


Allah, the Exalted, is the Most Merciful according to His infinite status. This 
attribute means that Allah, the Exalted, bestows countless favours on the 
creation and is always extremely kind to them. This same characteristic has 
been attributed to others such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 128: 


“There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. 
Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you [I.e., your 
guidance] and to the believers is kind and merciful.” 


When used in reference to the creation merciful means soft-hearted and 
compassionate. A Muslim must adopt these qualities by looking at the 
creation through the eye of mercy and by treating them with mercy and 
compassion whether they are obedient or sinful. Many Hadiths such as the 
one found in Sahih Muslim, number 6030, indicate that the one who does 
not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted. So 
it is vital for Muslims to show mercy to all through their actions such as 
financial and physical help and through their words such as supplicating for 
them. Islam in fact rewards a Muslim who shows mercy to all living things 
such as animals. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 
Dawud, number 2550. In addition, the mercy they show should not be 
selective or occasional instead they should strive to demonstrate mercy at 
all times with all of creation. 


Chapter 54 - Al Qamar, Verses 33-39 
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“The people of Lot denied the warning. 


Indeed, We sent upon them a storm of stones, except the family of Lot - 
We saved them before dawn. 


As favor from Us. Thus do We reward he who Is grateful. 


And he had already warned them of Our assault, but they disputed the 
warning. 


And they had demanded from him his guests, but We obliterated their eyes, 
[saying], "Taste My punishment and warning." 


And there came upon them by morning an abiding punishment. 


So taste My punishment and warning.” 


“The people of Lot denied the warning.” 


This verse indicates the importance of implementing the teachings of 
Islam as reminders namely; glad tidings and warnings only benefit the 
person who acts on them. For example, those who ignore road hazard 
signs are often the ones who end up in dangerous situations. But those 
who act upon these hazards signs are protected from this danger. The 
glad tidings indicate the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which acted 
upon lead to the gardens of Paradise. And the warnings are the 
prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, which acted upon protects one from 
divine punishment such as Hell. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them 
a storm of stones, except the family of Lot - We saved them before 
dawn. As favor from Us. Thus do We reward he who Is grateful.” 


This event teaches muslims that whenever they encounter a difficult 
situation they should remain firm on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
trusting that He will provide them a way out of it even if this seems 
impossible at the time just like He done for the Holy Prophet Lut, peace 
be upon him, and his followers. Chapter 65 At Talaq, verse 2: 


“...And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.” 


A muslim should understand that Allah, the Exalted, chooses the best for 
His servants even if the wisdoms behind the difficulty are not obvious. It 
is a person's reaction which either leads to blessings or the anger of 
Allah, the Exalted. One only needs to reflect on the countless examples 
in their own life where they believed something was bad only to change 
their mind later on and vice versa. This is just like when a person takes a 
bitter medicine prescribed to them by a doctor. Even though the 
medicine is bitter they still take it believing it will benefit them. It is 
strange how a muslim can trust a doctor whose knowledge is limited and 
who is not absolutely certain the bitter medicine will benefit them and fail 
to trust Allah, the Exalted, whose knowledge is infinite and when He only 
decrees the best for His servants. 


A muslim should understand the difference between wishful thinking and 
trust in Allah, the Exalted. The person who does not obey Allah, the 


Exalted, and then expects Him to help them in difficulties is a wishful 
thinker. The one who will gain the help of Allah, the Exalted, which is 
indicated in this great event, is the one who sincerely strives in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience and then 
trusts His judgment without complaining or questioning His choice. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them 
a storm of stones, except the family of Lot - We saved them before 
dawn. As favor from Us. Thus do We reward he who Is grateful.” 


A muslim must ensure they fulfill all three aspects of gratitude so that 
they avoid becoming a denier of Allah, the Exalted, as the one who is 
ungrateful in reality, scorns the One who granted them the blessings. 
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 152: 


“...And be grateful to Me and do not deny Me.” 


The three aspects of gratitude are to internally acknowledge Allah, the 
Exalted, as the sole Creator and Provider of all blessings. An aspect of 
this is to correct one’s intention so that they only perform actions to 
please Allah, the Exalted. The next aspect is to praise Allah, the Exalted, 
via the tongue. And the final and highest aspect is to practically show 
gratitude through one's actions by using each blessing as prescribed by 
Islam in order to please Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My punishment is 
severe.""” 


As true gratitude leads to an increase in blessings muslims should fear 
that showing ingratitude may cause the blessings they possess to either 
be taken away from them or for their blessings to be used against them 
by becoming a burden and a curse for them in both worlds. It is 
important to note, even if a muslim becomes truly grateful they will still 
face tests and difficulties as they are guaranteed. But if they behave in 
the correct way they will be guided through every situation so that they 
obtain peace of mind and body in this world and a great reward in the 
hereafter. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them 
a storm of stones...And he [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] had 
already warned them of Our assault, but they disputed the warning. 
And they had demanded from him his guests...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the 
bankrupt muslim is the one who accumulates many righteous deeds, 
such as fasting and prayer, but as they mistreated people their good 
deeds will be given to their victims and if necessary their victim’s sins will 
be given to them on Judgement Day. This will lead to them being hurled 
into Hell. 


It is important to understand that a muslim must fulfil two aspects of faith 
in order to achieve success. The first are the duties in respect to Allah, 
the Exalted, such as the obligatory prayer. The second aspect is in 
respect to people which includes treating them kindly. In fact, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in 
a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, that a person cannot 
be a true believer until they keep they physical and verbal harm away 
from the life and possessions of others. 


It is important to understand that Allah, the Exalted, is infinitely forgiving 
meaning, He will forgive those who sincerely repent to Him. But He will 
not forgive the sins which involve other people until the victim forgives 
first. As people are not so forgiving a muslim should be fearful that those 
who they have wronged will exact revenge on them by taking away their 
precious good deeds on Judgment Day. Even if a muslim fulfils the 
rights of Allah, the Exalted, they may still end up in Hell simply because 


they have wronged others. It is therefore important for muslims to strive 
to fulfil both aspects of their duties in order to obtain success in both 
worlds. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them 
a storm of stones...And he [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] had 
already warned them of Our assault, but they disputed the warning. 
And they had demanded from him his guests, but We obliterated 
their eyes...” 


The last part of these verses could also mean that their spiritual eyes 
were sealed so that they could no longer observe and follow right 
guidance because of their persistent disobedience. 


Allah, the Exalted, guides those who sincerely try to obey Him. But those 
who persistently disobey Him are left to wander blindly in misguidance. 
Therefore, it is vital for Muslims to sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, as 
persistent disobedience leads to corruption of the spiritual heart and 
one’s actions. 


This is similar to a person who is warned by a judge not to behave in an 
unlawful way but after the person persists on this behaviour the judge 
gives the order for them to be locked up in prison. Therefore, Allah, the 
Exalted, has not wronged them they have only wronged themselves. 


But it is important to note that as being abandoned in misguidance is a 
spiritual thing and therefore hidden to mankind, it is important for 
Muslims not to assume certain people have reached this point. Instead 
they should think positively about all people and therefore sincerely 
practically aid them in reforming their belief and behaviour. 


Allah, the Exalted, has created human beings with the best possible 
capabilities. He gave them knowledge and power to differentiate 
between good and evil and even placed in them an innate inclination to 
like what is good and to dislike and avoid what is evil. This has been 
indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2389. Allah, the 
Exalted, has also granted mankind free will to choose between good and 
evil. This choice plays a role in enhancing or diminishing a person’s 
natural faculties of reason. Chapter 91 Ash Shams, verses 9-10: 


“He has succeeded who purifies it [the spiritual heart — the greatest 
faculty of reason]. And he has failed who instills it [with corruption].” 


When a person chooses a path of goodness their natural potential 
develops and Allah, the Exalted, grants them further support in their 
efforts. Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69: 


“And those who Strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...” 


But if one follows their evil desires and chooses the evil path gradually 
their spiritual hearts will become engrossed with darkness and no good 
will remain therein. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 3334. If a person fails to repent then the main verse 
under discussion comes into effect. This person becomes so engrossed 


in evil that they find joy in their evil mentality and actions. They 
absolutely hate anything good. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 52, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that if one’s 
spiritual heart is sound the whole body will become sound but if their 
spiritual heart is corrupt then the whole body will become corrupt. 


First of all, this Hadith refutes the foolish belief where one claims to have 
a purified heart even though their speech and actions are bad. This is 
because what is inside will eventually manifest outwardly. 


The purification of the spiritual heart is only possible when one 
eliminates evil characteristics from themself and replaces them with 
good characteristics discussed in Islamic teachings. This is only possible 
when one learns and acts on Islamic teachings so that they can 
sincerely fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His 
prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the traditions of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 
Behaving in this manner will lead to a purified spiritual heart. This 
purification will then reflect in the outward limbs of the body, such as 
one's tongue and eyes. Meaning, they will only use their organs in ways 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. This is in fact a sign showing the love 
Allah, the Exalted, has for His righteous servant according to a Hadith 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502. 


It is important to note, that this purification will guide one through all 
worldly difficulties successfully so that they achieve both worldly and 
religious SuCCess. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them 
a storm of stones...And he [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] had 
already warned them of Our assault, but they disputed the warning. 
And they had demanded from him his guests, but We obliterated 
their eyes, [saying], "Taste My punishment and warning." And there 
came upon them by morning an abiding punishment. So taste My 
punishment and warning.” 


Islam teaches muslims that they should never compromise on their faith 
in order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 
verse 135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions 
and attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious 
jewel which guides a muslim through all difficulties in this world and in 
the hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the 
thing which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary 
thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a muslim woman may believe that if she 


removed her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more 
respected at work and may even climb the corporate ladder more 
quickly. Similarly, in the corporate world it is considered important to 
mingle with colleagues after work hours. So a muslim might find 
themself being invited to a pub or club after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout 
their lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and 
religious empire. 


All other forms of success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their 
sadness, anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one 
should be preferred and chosen. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them 
a storm of stones...And he [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] had 
already warned them of Our assault, but they disputed the warning. 
And they had demanded from him his guests, but We obliterated 
their eyes, [saying], "Taste My punishment and warning." And there 
came upon them by morning an abiding punishment. So taste My 
punishment and warning.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social 
strength a person has a day will certainly come when they face the 
consequences of their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life 
where the actions of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and 
eventually they will face the consequences of their actions in the 
hereafter as well. This applies to all people not just leaders. 


A muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who 
were greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their 
strength did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their 
evil deeds. Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly 
pass from person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for 
long. Therefore, a muslim who possesses such strength should use it in 
a way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and 
others. But if they abuse their authority then they will eventually face a 
punishment which no one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause 
them to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have 
to give their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the 


sins of their victims until justice is established. This will cause many 
oppressors to be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable 
for their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, 
and harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will 
continue disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly 
not knowing that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But 
when they realize this fact it will be too late for them to escape 
punishment. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them 
a storm of stones...And he [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] had 
already warned them of Our assault, but they disputed the warning. 
And they had demanded from him his guests, but We obliterated 
their eyes, [saying], "Taste My punishment and warning." And there 
came upon them by morning an abiding punishment. So taste My 
punishment and warning.” 


It is important for muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since 
the dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of 
Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of 
history. Therefore, when a muslim is in a situation which they desire to 
achieve a positive and successful outcome from they should never 
choose to disobey Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or 
easy it may seem to be. Even if one is advised by their close friends and 
relatives to do so as there is no obedience to the creation if it means 
disobedience to the Creator. And in truth they will never be able to 
protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and His punishment in either this 
world or the next. The same way Allah, the Exalted, grants success to 
those who obey Him He removes a successful outcome from those who 
disobey Him even if this removal takes time to witness. A muslim should 
not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. The Holy Quran has 
made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only encompasses the 
doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice muslims 
should always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both 
worldly and religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in 
both worlds even if this success is not obvious immediately. 


“The people of Lot denied the warning. Indeed, We sent upon them a 
storm of stones...And he [Prophet Lut, peace be upon him] had 
already warned them of Our assault, but they disputed the warning. 
And they had demanded from him his guests, but We obliterated their 
eyes, [saying], "Taste My punishment and warning." And there came 
upon them by morning an abiding punishment. So taste My 
punishment and warning.” 


It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid being 
too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the things 
which have already occurred. This is an important quality to possess as it is 
an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn helps one to remain 
obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For example, when a muslim 
observes a sick person they should not only aid them by whatever means 
they possess, even if it is only a supplication, but they should reflect on 
their own health and understand that they too will eventually lose their good 
health either by an illness, ageing or even death. This should inspire them 
to be grateful for their good health and show this through their actions by 
taking advantage of their good health in both worldly and religious matters 
which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel sad 
for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is unknown 
to them they will die also. They should understand that just like the rich 
person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their grave so 
will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will encourage 
them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has been 
advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“,.and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], 
"Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a 
thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily basis 
whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will remain 
heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 
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